


Dozens of times throughout the New Testament we find 
Jesus’ followers instructed in the life they are to live 
and experience with One Another. In promoting unity, 
love, care, forgiveness, humility, service, encouragement 
and grace it is clear God’s heart for his people is that we 
would learn to live well within the community of people 
where we have been placed.

Community was God’s intention for us - and His idea. 
We were never designed to live and flourish alone, but 
in relationship with others. God’s vision for His church 
is that we would be an irresistible community where 
we passionately express our love for God in the way 
we treat one another. The flow-on effect is seen in the 
way that those still far from God are attracted to the life 
they observe.

We live in a world where loneliness, isolation, 
discouragement and hatred are endemic; where people 
have learnt to put their self interest before anything 
else. The people God calls us to be carries power in 
declaring there is another way in which we are able to 
do life – by flourishing as individuals as we build others 
up and serve them in love. 

This series is designed to encourage us in our life 
together. We will teach biblical principles that unpack 
practical ways to do life together – in actively loving, 
serving, forgiving and encouraging one another. 
Everyone will be challenged to actively play their part in 
being the community God has called us to be with  
One Another.

By this 
everyone will 

know that 
you are my 
disciples,  
if you love  

one another.
John 13:35



Love is the very essence of who God is. It is not 
just something He does, it lies at the very core of His 
nature. God’s love for us is expressed in many ways, 
ultimately in the sacrifice of His life on the cross for our 
forgiveness and future. God’s love is not just something 
we experience individually; it is to become the model 
for how we treat one another. When love becomes the 
basis for everything we do, it is not only transformative 
in our own relationships, it also becomes an irresistible 
testimony to those outside the church to the nature of 
God.

Love is more than a feeling or emotion – it is expressed 
in our words, actions and conduct toward others. Jesus 
showed in a very practical way that we are called to love 
one another – through serving.

There is nothing nice about touching someone else’s 
dirty feet. In Jesus’ day, after walking dusty roads, 
cleaning one’s feet was one of the most important tasks 
before reclining for a meal – but it wasn’t a great job and 
so was often a task given to the least. Jesus, in washing 
his disciple’s feet, turns our notion of power, leadership, 
and success on its head. He shows a new way where 
even the greatest serve one another in love – even when 
it means taking on the lowliest of jobs.

Jesus’ kingdom stands in contrast to the world we 
live in – those who want to be great must learn to 
empty themselves on behalf of others. As we learn to 
serve one another in love we imitate the way of Jesus.

love John 13:12-17, 34-35read

 This week I will

reflect



Every person will, at some point, be faced with 
circumstances where they shouldn’t walk alone. All of 
us at times will need someone to help carry our burdens 
– in the same way we are all called to help bear the 
burdens of others.

This is a simple principle – the more people that help 
carry the load, the lighter and more manageable the 
load becomes.

As a faith community we are invited to be part of a 
network of care. We are called to provide care for others 
in need, and at times we also  become a recipient of 
that care for ourselves. Care is not for the professionals 
(although at times we might need some skilled people 
to help us navigate through our circumstances), it is the 
job of all who profess Jesus as Lord.

This week we will paint a picture of what a caring 
community looks like, and encourage everyone to be 
part of a small community where they are blessed by 
the support and care of others, but where they also 
contribute to the same for those around them.

care for Galatians 6:2, 9-10read
reflect

 This week I will



Colossians 3:12-14, Matthew 18:21-22read

Jesus makes it clear that forgiveness is a core part of 
the life we are called to together. When asked how 
often we should forgive, Jesus chooses to answer in a 
way that suggests there is no end, and then points to 
this being a response for what God has done for us.

Unforgiveness can tear apart families, friendships, 
communities and churches. As we share life together, 
learning to forgive and letting go of the hurt and pain 
put on us by others is critical in not only helping a 
community move forward, but in individually living a 
life free from bitterness, resentment and pain.

Forgiveness is never the easy choice. But where 
God calls us to forgive, He also recognises that 
there will be times we will need to be forgiven.

forgive
reflect

 This week I will



Hebrews 10:23-25read
ref

It’s not always easy following Jesus. There are 
times we will be faced with criticism, ridicule, and the 
ongoing challenge of some in our culture determined 
to minimise the message of Jesus and His influence on 
community life. 

Encouragement is one of God’s greatest gifts to enable 
us to keep going and not lose heart as we live the life 
He has called us to. Encouragement is often found in a 
simple word or gesture, but can have the power to carry 
us through the darkest moments of doubt and fear.

Part of being a regular member of a community of 
faith is the role we play in encouraging others, and 
the part others play in building us up and spurring us 
on to live the lives God has created us for.

This week, find simple ways to speak words of 
encouragement over one another, and see the power 
and value of being a regular part of a worshipping 
community in building and sustaining each other’s faith 
life.

encourage lect

 This week I will




