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WE LIVE IN A  
WORLD OF STORIES
Great stories are everywhere. Stories through books, films, media, 
music, theatre, the arts, philosophy and education all tell us about 
how we see the world, what it is to be human, and how we live with 
meaning and purpose. These stories shape us in profound ways 
and shape every decision we make. Right now, the story we are in 
is reaching a crisis point. Anxiety is at a pandemic level. Despite our 
wealth and education, we are less happy and society is more fractured 
than ever. The secular story of human hope is failing. 

BUT THERE IS ANOTHER STORY. A BETTER STORY. 

As Christians, we have been invited into a different kind of story. It is a 
great story. A wonderful story. A story of sacrifice. A story of redemption. 
A story that provides great meaning, hope and purpose. It’s a story that 
never loses its wonder, power and joy. It is a story that changes everything.

IT IS A STORY WORTH SHARING.  
        WITH EVERYONE. EVERYWHERE. 

ETERNITY DEPENDS ON IT.  
        YOUR ETERNITY. EVERYONE’S ETERNITY.  
               THAT’S WHAT IS AT STAKE. 

When Jesus sent out his first disciples after the resurrection, he 
commissioned them as he does to us today. It’s an invitation to join him 
to live in His story AND a challenge to participate in and proclaim it too. 
In a world of competing and failing stories, we as the Church need to 
re-tell the only story that brings an eternal hope and purpose. It’s an 
invitation into a grand adventure to be lived with courage, confidence 
and energy for every person we live, work and laugh with. 

IT’S TIME TO LIVE THE STORY AGAIN  
       — AND INVITE OTHERS TO JOIN IN!
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ABOVE AND 
GATEWAY BEYOND MONTH: 30TH MAY - 20TH JUNE
For many years, Gateway has been obedient to the call of Jesus to 
proclaim the Good News to the broken, hurting and poor. We have sent 
and supported our Gateway Beyond workers who are shining a light and 
bringing hope in some of the darkest places, both here in Australia and 
around the world.

Through our Gateway Care ministries, located at each of our campuses, 
we have been able to reach out and serve those who are broken and 
hurting in practical ways, particularly through this Covid 19 season. Now 
more than ever, our community, nation and world are in desperate need 
of the help and hope that the message of Jesus offers.

This year, God is calling us as a church to go Above and Beyond to 
share the good news of Jesus. There are a number of ways to get 
involved:

SUBSCRIBE 
TO BEYOND 

E–NEWS
gatewaybaptist.com.au/
beyond/e-news-sign-up/

GIVE TO 
GATEWAY 
BEYOND

gatewaybaptist.com.au/
beyond/

CELEBRATION NIGHT
Invite your friends and join us at  

6pm on Sunday June 6  
to celebrate Gateway Beyond

http://gatewaybaptist.com.au/beyond/e-news-sign-up/
http://gatewaybaptist.com.au/beyond/e-news-sign-up/
http://gatewaybaptist.com.au/beyond/
http://gatewaybaptist.com.au/beyond/
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CREATED WITH PURPOSE
We live in a world that believes that ultimate purpose is found in individual 
happiness and personal fulfillment. It is a world where we are invited to 
create our own story, our own narrative based on our own personally 
curated truth. It is a world of hyper-individualism that we are told exists 
for the consumer – us. 

However, in the Western world that would now call itself “post-Christian”, 
rather than living with greater freedom, autonomy and therefore 
happiness, we are living in an increasingly broken society suffering under 
a loss of purpose and presence.

In Genesis we read that we were created with a different purpose. Rather 
than being created for autonomy, consumption and individualism, we 
were created for presence. Presence with God. Presence with each 
other. Presence in creation. We are created for relationship because we 
are created in the image of God! Created with love. Created to love. The 
evidence of God’s creative purpose is undeniable. When we come to 
know the designer, we understand what we were designed for. 

Key Passages: Genesis 1 & 2, Romans 1:16-20
Then God said, “Let us make mankind in our image, in our likeness, so 
that they may rule over the fish in the sea and the birds in the sky, over 

the livestock and all the wild animals, and over all the creatures that 
move along the ground.” So God created mankind in his own image, in 
the image of God he created them; male and female he created them. 

God blessed them and said to them, “Be fruitful and increase in number; 
fill the earth and subdue it. Rule over the fish in the sea and the birds 
in the sky and over every living creature that moves on the ground.”             

– Genesis 1:26-28

https://www.bible.com/en-GB/bible/111/GEN.1.NIV
https://www.bible.com/bible/111/rom.1.16-20.niv
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Connect
Share: What have you created that you have the most pride in? 
(eg - artwork, an improved system, a garden, an experience?)

Read Scripture — Genesis 1 & 2 (on your own)
Share: Summarise these chapters in your own words. How would 
you tell this to someone who’s never heard the story?

Share: What do these passages tell us about God? What value 
does God place on us?

Share: What do these passages tell us about people? In what 
ways does the value we place on ourselves differ from God?

Read Scripture — Romans 1:16-20
Share: What immediately stands out to you from these verses?

Share: What do these passages in Romans tell us about Jesus?

Share: Anxiety, addictions, bullying, bigotry and loneliness are on 
the rise. What does this tell us about the story the world has been 
trying to live?

Application
Share: God created us on purpose, with purpose. What do we 
learn about a life of purpose from God choosing us?

Share: What is God’s call and purpose on your life in this season? 
Share this with the group.

Pray
Pray: For each other that you would know how valued you are to 
God, and for Him to reveal more of his purposes to you.

Alpha: Each week we will be praying for the Alpha course where 
people can be introduced to Jesus. Pray for people who are 
inviting their friends who need to hear the Good News of Jesus.

https://www.bible.com/en-GB/bible/111/GEN.1.NIV
https://www.bible.com/bible/111/rom.1.16-20.niv
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SPOILED BY SIN
The world doesn’t like talking about sin. It’s an offensive idea for many 
in our society. Yet, to understand what sin is and that we are responsible 
for it, is the first step towards freedom. That is how we are invited into 
a better story. To acknowledge sin and the depth of its ramifications is 
to acknowledge the depth of value that God places on our relationship. 
Sin is not a devaluing concept that deprives us of self-esteem. Quite 
the opposite! It is to embrace the fact that we have lost something that 
was deeply meaningful, of intrinsic value and worth. And it is to take 
responsibility. When we take responsibility, we step into what it means 
to be truly human. If we are to find a better story, we first need to accept 
what is lost. That is the heartbeat to every great story. Failure. Tragedy. 
Loss. Only then is redemption possible.

“Every renewal and revival begins with people who reach such a moment, 
who truly come to the end of themselves, discovering the depth of their 
own sin and the immensity of a holy God who is intent on removing 
rebellion, evil and ill from the world, yet who sent His Son to die upon 
the cross to invite us to be on His side of remaking of the world.” (Sayers, 
Reappearing Church, 140)

Key Passages: Genesis 3, Romans 1:21-25
When the woman saw that the fruit of the tree was good for food and 
pleasing to the eye, and also desirable for gaining wisdom, she took 

some and ate it. She also gave some to her husband, who was with her, 
and he ate it. Then the eyes of both of them were opened, and they 

realized they were naked; so they sewed fig leaves together and made 
coverings for themselves. Then the man and his wife heard the sound 

of the LORD God as he was walking in the garden in the cool of the day, 
and they hid from the LORD God among the trees of the garden. But 

the LORD God called to the man, “Where are you?” – Genesis 3:6-9
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Connect
Share: What is your favourite story in a book or movie? Share the 
highs and lows that make it such a powerful story for you.

Read Scripture — Genesis 3 
Share: What were the repercussions of Adam and Eve’s sin?  
How do we feel these effects and even repeat them today?

 Share: How do you relate to the shame and the hiding that 
Adam & Eve experienced? Can we ever hide our sin from God?

Read Scripture — Romans 1:21-25
Share: The author Paul talks about people being fools and not  
glorifying God. How are we foolish in our thinking today?

Share: In your own words, what is the lie that Paul talks about in  
verse 25? What is the truth about God that saves us?

Application
Share: What do you think of the quote from Mark Sayers (p9)? 
Have you ever thought of our sin as a chance for us to know of 
our deep need of God?

Confess: We need to confess our sin, our foolishness and our 
desire to be like God continually. Take some time in silence to 
bring the hidden sin in your life before God who seeks you out 
in love. You don’t need to share this with the group if you’re not 
comfortable.

Pray
Pray: For each other that you will leave your sin behind and step 
into the light, love and freedom of Jesus.

Alpha: Pray for the table leaders as they prepare for the first 
session “Is there more to life?”

Mothers Day - 9th May (no life group content)

https://www.bible.com/bible/111/gen.3.niv
https://www.bible.com/bible/111/rom.1.21-25.niv
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INVITED INTO COVENANT
We live in a world of idols. They may be idols made out of stone and wood. 
They may be made out of metal and plastic, fabrics or gems. They may be 
people or places, activities or adventures, experiences or relationships. 
They can be anything that brings us ultimate meaning, pleasure, purpose 
and happiness. Our culture provides many options for us to create our 
own individual identity. Yet, this self-satisfying approach to life has its 
limits. We find ourselves increasingly isolated and disappointed. The 
things that created our identity ultimately fail us.

There is a better, more fulfilling way to live. When we worship the creator, 
rather than created things, we find ourselves in a far more enriching life. 
Abraham chose to live this story. In an idol-worshipping culture, God 
steps in, inviting Abraham into an adventure of trust with the promise that 
his obedience will bless the entire planet. And in a profound act of trust, 
Abraham was even willing to surrender and trust God with his only son 
Isaac. When we live a life of surrender and of worship to the true God, we 
find true freedom. We are invited into a better story.

Key Passages: Genesis 12 & 22, Romans 4
Therefore, the promise comes by faith, so that it may be by grace and 
may be guaranteed to all Abraham’s offspring—not only to those who 
are of the law but also to those who have the faith of Abraham. He is 
the father of us all. As it is written: “I have made you a father of many 

nations.” He is our father in the sight of God, in whom he believed—the 
God who gives life to the dead and calls into being things that were not. 
Against all hope, Abraham in hope believed and so became the father of 
many nations, just as it had been said to him, “So shall your offspring be.” 

– Romans 4:16-18

https://www.bible.com/bible/111/rom.4.16-18.niv
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Connect
Share: Have you ever won an award or trophy for a great 
achievement? What makes you proud of this moment?

Read Scripture — Genesis 12 & 22 (on your own)
Share: Abrahams faith was first tested when God told him to go, 
and again with his son Isaac. How has your faith in God been 
tested? How have you seen God move?

Share: John Calvin says the human heart is an idol factory. Do 
you agree with this? What idols do we create, both personally 
and in society at large?

Share: Where can you see the world telling you that happiness 
and purpose is found in “stuff”? What is the antidote for trying to 
find our worth in “things”?

Application
“Lifestyles in the West now trend toward immaturity, paralysis and 

isolation. At a personal level, the Western life script creates an anti-
renewal system. Its inner contradictions and contagions drive us away 

from flourishing and instead push us to decline.” (Sayers)

Share: What does this quote from Mark Sayers tell us about our 
need for a new way of living? How will you live differently for 
God this week?

Pray
Pray: Romans 4:17 says that God gives life to the dead and calls 
into being things that were not. Share what you are praying that 
God brings back to life in you this season. What is the new thing 
that God is calling you into? Pray this for one another.

Alpha: Pray for this weeks session as they explore  
“Who is Jesus?”

https://www.bible.com/en-GB/bible/111/GEN.12.NIV
https://www.bible.com/en-GB/bible/111/GEN.22.NIV
https://www.bible.com/bible/111/rom.4.17.niv
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RESTORED BY A SAVIOUR
We have everything we need to save ourselves, so the story goes. 
Yet, despite our wealth and human advances, we are experiencing 
increasing levels of anxiety, depression, and other mental health 
issues. Our societies are more fractured and disconnected than ever. 
Loneliness is now at pandemic levels. The wealth gap between rich and 
poor continues to widen. Our environment is groaning under the weight 
of human mistreatment. The secular-salvation story is failing.

There is a much better story to live. Jesus is that story. The presence 
that we rejected at creation has made His presence amongst us again 
– stepping down from heaven to earth on the greatest rescue mission. 
To save us from ourselves. Jesus died for us to restore the relationship 
we had with the creator that was lost in the garden.

Jesus himself is the greatest story ever told. It is the story that changes 
human hearts and lives. It will change yours if you let Him.

Key Passages: Luke 15:11-32, Romans 5:1-11
But while he was still a long way off, his father saw him and was filled 
with compassion for him; he ran to his son, threw his arms around him 

and kissed him. “The son said to him, ‘Father, I have sinned against 
heaven and against you. I am no longer worthy to be called your son.’ 

“But the father said to his servants, ‘Quick! Bring the best robe and 
put it on him. Put a ring on his finger and sandals on his feet.  Bring 

the fattened calf and kill it. Let’s have a feast and celebrate.  For this 
son of mine was dead and is alive again; he was lost and is found.’ So 

they began to celebrate.  

— Luke 15:20-24
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Connect
Share: Have you got a story to share where you’ve had a really 
close call, but been saved by someone, or something?

Read Scripture — Luke 15:11-32
Share: Where do you see yourself in this story as you read it? 
Where is God in the story?

Share: Despite all the wealth and freedom in the world, the 
younger son could not find true freedom and joy. Despite all 
religion and good works, the older son could not find true 
freedom and joy. How do you find true freedom and joy in God?

Read Scripture — Romans 5:1-11
Share: Use your own words to share what you believe “justified 
through faith” means.

Share: Boasting is seen as a bad thing in our culture, but Paul 
declares he will boast about Christ. In what ways can we boast 
about God today, without coming across as arrogant?

Application
Share: Jesus can heal and restore every human heart. Have you 
ever thought of Jesus being Good News for the entire cosmos? 
What implications might this have for how you see God and the 
world around you?

Share: Christ laid his life down for us. Is there a cause or person 
that you would lay your life down for? In asking this question, 
how does it make you reflect on Jesus’ love for you?

Pray
Pray: For people you live, work and laugh with that they may 
know the love and salvation that comes from Christ.

Alpha: This weeks session “Why did Jesus die?” is where the 
rubber hits the road. Pray for God to move in the conversations.

https://www.bible.com/en-GB/bible/111/LUK.5.11-32.NIV
https://www.bible.com/bible/111/rom.5.1-11.niv
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A NEW COMMUNITY
We are, and have always been searching for ways to feel connected 
and be part of a larger story. Even today we gravitate towards and even 
create new ‘tribes’ based around a large range of ideologies and beliefs 
- all confirming our particular vision or narrative of the world. Zealous 
social media echo chambers are creating a more volatile, reactive and 
less empathetic society. Rather than loving those we may disagree with 
- our response is to simply cancel them.

After the death and resurrection of Jesus, a new community of believers 
was formed. The small group of Jesus-followers served, cared, and loved 
with radical generosity to all without prejudice or partiality. They shared 
their life together in every way. This was a community invited into a 
new story founded in sacrificial love. In the shadow of the powerful and 
oppressive Roman Empire, this small community continued to grow as 
it shared it’s love and story until it completely revolutionised the world. 
It was a revolution of love that continues to this day. It is the great story 
that we are all invited to participate in.

Key Passages: Acts 4:32-37, Romans 12:1-21
For by the grace given me I say to every one of you: Do not think of 
yourself more highly than you ought, but rather think of yourself with 

sober judgment, in accordance with the faith God has distributed to each 
of you. For just as each of us has one body with many members, and 

these members do not all have the same function, so in Christ we, though 
many, form one body, and each member belongs to all the others.   

— Romans 12:3-5
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Connect
Share: What is the best community you’ve ever been a part of? 
What made that place such a great community?

Read Scripture — Acts 4:32-37
Share: When you look at this picture of the early church, how 
does this compare to the modern church? What can the church 
learn from this early picture of Christian community?

 Read Scripture — Romans 12:1-21
Share: What is a challenge in verses 9-21 that stands out to you?

Share: What do you think Paul means by a “living sacrifice”?

Share: What is your unique contribution to the Body of Christ? 
How has God gifted you to contribute to our Gateway family?

Application
“If you want to know who God is, look at Jesus. If you want to know 
what it means to be human, look at Jesus. If you want to know what 

love is, look at Jesus. If you want to know what grief is, look at Jesus. 
And go on looking until you’re not just a spectator, but you’re actually 

part of the drama which has him as the central character.” 
(Tom Wright, Surprised by Hope)

Share: Do you see yourself as part of God’s story? Who is the 
central character of your story - Jesus, or you? How can you 
make it more about Jesus?

Pray
Pray: Spend some time as a group encouraging one another 
about what gifts you see in each other and praying into that.

Alpha: Pray for people coming to faith to discover “How can I 
have faith?” in this week’s video.

Gateway Beyond Celebration Night - 6th June
Attend: Come together as a life group on Sunday night to hear 
all that God is doing through Gateway Beyond.

https://www.bible.com/en-GB/bible/111/ACT.4.32-37.NIV
https://www.bible.com/bible/111/rom.12.1-13.niv
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A VISION OF ETERNITY
The secular story is all about the here and now. We are compelled to 
make the most of every moment, experience all that is on offer now, 
because when it is gone - it is gone forever. It’s created in us the 
ultimate FOMO (fear of missing out) where we feel the pressure to 
partake in everything that is on offer. This leads to both a great anxiety 
and an underlying feeling of loss or pervasive ‘flatness’ that Charles 
Taylor calls the ‘immanent malaise’.

The wonder of the Christian story is that not only do we get a glimpse 
of beauty, togetherness and love in this live, but it is a foretaste of 
what is to come for eternity. The story we are invited into is a never-
ending story where Jesus returns as King to reign forever - ushering 
in an eternal kingdom of peace, love and light.

We don’t need to live with a panicked fear that we are missing out - 
or worry that we are not experiencing absolutely everything that we 
can in our 80 or so years on earth. Rather we are liberated to enjoy 
every moment now knowing that the best is yet to come, and we have 
forever to experience it. 

Key Passages: Revelation 21:1-5, Romans 13:8-14
And I heard a loud voice from the throne saying, “Look! God’s dwelling 

place is now among the people, and he will dwell with them. They will be 
his people, and God himself will be with them and be their God. ‘He will 

wipe every tear from their eyes. There will be no more death’ or mourning 
or crying or pain, for the old order of things has passed away.”  

– Revelation 21:3-4
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Connect
Share: What is your ideal version of heaven/eternity? (Clouds 
and harps? Rivers of ice cream? Endless worship sessions?)

Read Scripture — Revelation 21:1-5
Share: What does eternity mean to you? What significance does 
it play in your decision to follow Jesus?

 Read Scripture — Romans 13:8-14
Share: How often do you pray for and honour those in positions of 
power, even if they are making decisions you don’t agree with?

Share: How does the world’s desire for individuality clash with 
Paul’s encouragment here to be unified through love? How is it a 
challenge to choose humilty and love over “my rights”?

Application
“Some people feel terrible flatness in the everyday, and this experience 
has been identified particularly with commercial, industrial, or consumer 

society. They feel emptiness of the repeated, accelerating cycle of 
desire and fulfillment, in consumer culture” - Charles Taylor

Share: Do you agree with this statment? Have you ever felt this?

Share: How can we choose to live today that reflects what 
heaven will be like? What everyday choices would help us live 
more like citizens of eternity?

Pray
Pray: For our leaders. Pray that we would honour and love them 
well in our thoughts, speech and actions. Pray for them to lead 
with integrity, compassion and wisdom.

Alpha: Pray for the participants as they explore “How do I read 
the Bible?”

Gateway Beyond
Pray: For our Gateway Beyond workers, particularly those 
who are yet to return to their mission field due to Covid 19. 
gatewaybaptist.com.au/beyondworkers/

https://www.bible.com/en-GB/bible/111/REV.21.1-5.NIV
https://www.bible.com/bible/111/rom.13.8-14.niv
http://gatewaybaptist.com.au/beyondworkers/
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SHARING A BETTER STORY
No matter what story the world offers, we have a better story to share! As 
Christians, we have been invited into a different, particular and distinct 
kind of story. It is a great story. A wonderful story. A story of sacrifice. 
A story of redemption. A story that provides great meaning, hope and 
purpose. It is a story that changes everything. It certainly changed the 
lives of two men as they walked along the road to Emmaus. The story 
they had hoped in was seemingly lost, until their eyes were opened – and 
their story was changed forever. And they had to tell others. They had to 
tell everyone! The news is true. Jesus is alive and has defeated death.

This is a story worth sharing! To everyone, everywhere, always.  
Their eternity depends on it. 

But so often we forget, get discouraged and we get consumed with the 
competing, lesser narrative of our surrounding world.  As Christians, 
we have been invited into a different, particular and distinct kind of 
story. The invitation is for everyone. We need to invite others into this 
wonderful story — because we don’t want anyone to miss out!

Key Passages: Luke 24:13-35, Romans 16:20-27

They got up and returned at once to Jerusalem. There they found the 

Eleven and those with them, assembled together  and saying, “It is true! 

The Lord has risen and has appeared to Simon.”  Then the two told 

what had happened on the way, and how Jesus was recognized by 

them when he broke the bread.  

— Luke 24:33-35
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Connect
Share: Who is a significant person in your life who has shared 
the gospel with you? What did that mean to you?

Read Scripture — Luke 24:13-35
Share: Has there been a time in your life when your eyes were 
downcast and you missed Jesus trying to speak to you? When 
did you eventually see and hear him in that situation?

Share: Why do you think Jesus was revealed only during the 
breaking of the bread? What significance is this to you today?

Share: The disciples at once returned to Jerusalem to share the 
good news. When was the last time you shared the good news 
with such passion? Is there someone you desperately want to 
see come to faith? Share this with the group.

Read Scripture — Romans 16:20-27
Share: Much of Romans 16 is a list of faithful people. If you were 
writing a letter like this, who are the faithful people in your life 
story that you would honour as Paul has done?

Application
Share: If Jesus was walking along with you and reminding you of 
who he is, what words and reminders would Jesus be saying to 
you right now? Write these down in a journal for encouragement.

 Pray
Pray: In silence, ask God to show you 1 person that you can 
connect with and share about Jesus. Pray for each one.

Alpha: Pray for the Holy Spirit Day on the 20th June. Pray for 
people to respond to the Holy Spirit and for wisdom in the team.

Gateway Beyond Commitment Sunday - 20th June
Give: How can you give generously to see Gateway go Above 
and Beyond to serve our community, nation and world? 
gatewaybaptist.com.au/beyond/

https://www.bible.com/en-GB/bible/111/LUK.24.13-35.NIV
https://www.bible.com/bible/111/rom.16.20-27.niv
http://gatewaybaptist.com.au/beyond/
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WE LIVE IN  
A WORLD  
OF STORIES
Great stories are everywhere. 
Stories through books, films, 
media, music, theatre, the arts, 
philosophy and education all tell 
us about how we see the world, 
what it is to be human, and 
how we live with meaning and 
purpose. These stories shape us 
in profound ways and shape every 
decision we make. 

Right now, the story we are in is 
reaching a crisis point. Anxiety 
is at a pandemic level. Despite 
our wealth and education, we are 
less happy and society is more 
fractured than ever. The secular 
story of human hope is failing. 

BUT THERE IS ANOTHER 
STORY. A BETTER STORY. 

DIGITAL 
LIFE  

GROUP 
BOOK
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