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FAITH AT WORK 
IS FAITH WITH WORKS
HOW TO USE THIS RESOURCE
This Life Group Booklet has a lot of content for you and your life group 
to explore together. Each session begins with a summary of that weeks 
Faith at Work theme and a snippet of Scripture from the key text in 
James. We invite everyone to do the Discovery Bible Method as it 
creates a habit for both new believers and long time Christians alike to 
ask the Holy Spirit to speak through God’s Word.

This may be enough content for your life group. However, for groups 
that want to go deeper, the adjacent page to the Discovery Bible 
Method has some extra reading, questions, application, prayer and 
practice for you to engage with. The aim of the deeper reading and 
deeper text is to help you compare what the Holy Spirit is saying 
between the two texts and reflect on what God is calling you to do.

We pray that this resource helps you and your life group go deeper.

“FAITH BY ITSELF,  
IF NOT ACCOMPANIED  
BY ACTION IS DEAD.
BUT SOMEONE WILL SAY,  
‘YOU HAVE FAITH; I HAVE DEEDS.’
SHOW ME YOUR FAITH WITHOUT DEEDS, 
AND I WILL SHOW YOU  
MY FAITH BY MY DEEDS.” 
- JAMES 2:17-18
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THANKSGIVING DAY
FAMILY FUN DAY: 22ND AUGUST IN EVERY CAMPUS
We have a lot to be thankful for. In a world that’s struggling through 
a pandemic, we’ve largely done well here in Australia, despite recent 
setbacks. This year, through our Gateway Beyond Month, we’ve already 
gone Above and Beyond to share the hope of Jesus to people across 
our nation and all over the world.

Now is the time to be thankful for all God has been doing through our 
church and how we care for those around us. It’s time to celebrate the 
amazing work of our Gateway Care Centres and our Counselling & 
Wholeness Centre and give back to our local community.

Generosity towards people in need is a sign that God is at work in us 
and our faith community. God has always shown great compassion for 
those in need and instructs people of faith to work to meet those needs. 
So let’s restock the Care Centres and celebrate this Thanksgiving Day!

RED BAG 
APPEAL

Find the Shopping List to 
restock the Care Centre   
gatewaybaptist.com.au/care/

GATEWAY OPP 
SHOP

Find out more about  
what to donate at 

gatewaybaptist.com.au/opp-shop

FAMILY FUN DAY
Invite your family and friends to celebrate in your 

campus on Sunday 22nd August. 
Visit WEBSITE to register 

gatewaybaptist.com.au/register/

http://gatewaybaptist.com.au/care/
http://gatewaybaptist.com.au/opp-shop/
http://gatewaybaptist.com.au/register/
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FAITH AT WORK 
PERSEVERES UNDER 
PRESSURE
James begins his letter by emphasizing the deep connection between 
daily life and spiritual growth. Specifically, God uses the difficulties 
and challenges of daily life and work to mature our faith. Every trial 
and temptation that we face is an opportunity to grow closer to Christ 
and become more like Christ. James tells us that if we can ask for the 
wisdom that we need to not give into the temptation to abandon our 
faith, we will find  that God is with us and working in us the whole time.

Key Passage: James 1:1-12
Consider it pure joy, my brothers and sisters, whenever you face trials of 
many kinds, because you know that the testing of your faith produces 

perseverance. Let perseverance finish its work so that you may be 

mature and complete, not lacking anything. — James 1:2-4

Discovery Bible Method
Ask:  Pray for God to speak directly to you from James 1:1-12.

Read:  Read the passage aloud. Then re-read the passage again in a  
 different translation if possible.

 Recite or re-write the passage from memory in your own words.

 Re-read the passage silently one more time then ask:

  1.  What do you see?

  2.  What does this say about God?

  3.  What does this say about people?

  4.  What is God saying to you?

Commit: What are you going to do about it? Who are you going to tell?
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Connect
Share: Has there been a time in your life where you’ve seen 
something great happen because you chose to persevere 
through difficult circumstances? 

Read Scripture — Romans 12:14-21
Share: What link do you see between James 1:1-12 and  
Romans 12:14-21?

Share: When under increased pressure and tempted to take 
revenge, quit or take shortcuts, what does James instruct us to 
do? What does Paul in the Romans passage instruct us to do?

Share: James says when we let persevance finish its work in us 
we will be mature and complete. What characteristics does a 
mature and complete “you” exhibit?

Application
Share: What do these passages tell us about how we can 
overcome the persecution, trouble and difficulty we have in life?

Share: When you are under pressure, what characteristic of God 
do you need Him to remind you of to perservere in the pain?

Pray
Pray: Pray for endurance, strength and perseverance for one 
another. Ask if there is a specific pressure situation that you can 
pray for together.

Faith at Work
Action: Ask God for wisdom and strength to persevere through 
your current test and trial.
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FAITH AT WORK 
LISTENS AND OBEYS
James continues his practical guidance with words about listening well, to 
people and God. Listening to God’s word reveals the will of God in a world 
twisted by sin. Listening to others removes the anger and arrogance that 
keep us from doing God’s Word, spoken in Scripture. God is speaking into 
every difficult situation we face, but many of us are so caught up in the 
emotional response to our events that we cannot hear Him above the noise 
nor have the energy to obey Him. James gives simple instructions to those 
of us desiring to witness in the workplace: Stop. Listen. Obey.

Key Passage: James 1:19-27
Everyone should be quick to listen, slow to speak and slow to become 

angry because human anger does not produce the righteousness 
that God desires...Do not merely listen to the word, and so deceive 

yourselves. Do what it says.  — James 1:22

Discovery Bible Method
Ask:  Pray for God to speak directly to you from James 1:19-27.

Read:  Read the passage aloud. Then re-read the passage again in a  
 different translation if possible.

 Recite or re-write the passage from memory in your own words.

 Re-read the passage silently one more time then ask:

  1.  What do you see?

  2.  What does this say about God?

  3.  What does this say about people?

  4.  What is God saying to you?

Commit: What are you going to do about it? Who are you going to tell?
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Connect
Share: Growing up in your household, was there a rule that you 
struggled to obey? What happened if you didn’t listen and obey?

Read Scripture — Matthew 7:24-29
Share: What are the common themes in James 1:19-27 and 
Matthew 7:24-29?

Share: What is Jesus saying that we need to put into practice? 
You may need to skim back over the previous 3 chapters of 
Matthew for important themes in the Sermon on the Mount.

Share: What does James 1:26-27 tell us about the connection 
between how we listen to the Good News and how we act?

Application
Share: This Scripture at the end of the Sermon on the Mount 
encourages the listeners to hear these words and put them into 
practice. What is the Holy Spirit prompting you to hear and do in 
your life right now?

Share: How do you feel about putting this into practice at home 
and in your workplace in the coming week? What might hinder 
you from stopping, listening to & obeying God’s Word this week?

Pray
Pray: Share with one another the one thing that God is 
prompting you to hear and/or do. Pray for one another for 
wisdom and perseverance to do it this coming week.

Faith at Work
Action: Take the time to intentionally stop, listen and obey God’s 
Word in your workplace this week.
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FAITH AT WORK 
LOVES EXTRAVAGANTLY
James says, there is no place for discrimination in the hearts, minds and 
the actions of Christians. The way that we love and value all people in 
our place of work or study will reveal the love of God to our friends and 
colleagues, who may be uncertain about the way that God feels about 
them. Loving acceptance shown to those we life, work and laugh with 
leads people to the loving acceptance of Jesus. 

Key Passage: James 2:1-13
My brothers and sisters, believers in our glorious Lord must now show 

favouritism…If you really keep the royal law found in Scripture, “Love your 
neighbour as yourself,” you are doing right. But if you show favouritism, 

you sin and are convicted by the law as lawbreakers. – James 2:1, 8-9

Discovery Bible Method
Ask:  Pray for God to speak directly to you from James 2:1-13.

Read:  Read the passage aloud. Then re-read the passage again in a  
 different translation if possible.

 Recite or re-write the passage from memory in your own words.

 Re-read the passage silently one more time then ask:

  1.  What do you see?

  2.  What does this say about God?

  3.  What does this say about people?

  4.  What is God saying to you?

Commit: What are you going to do about it? Who are you going to tell?
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Connect
Share: Do you have a story of a current close friend that you 
originally judged too quickly? Share the story and how a close 
relationship formed and how it changed your pespective.

Read Scripture — John 13:34-35
Share: How does this command of Jesus in John’s gospel 
relate to the reading in James? What is the key to loving your 
neighbour as yourself?
Share: This passage in John occurs right after Jesus’ washes the 
disicples feet; even the feet of Judas (John 13:1-17). What does 
this show us about how we love?
Share: James is very clear that Christians shouldn’t play 
favourites. What challenge does this verse bring to the modern 
church? How can we show the extravagant love of God rather 
than play favourites?

Application
Share: James says, mercy triumphs over judgement. Do you 
naturally have a mercy mindset, or a judgement mindset? What 
are the indicators that show you where your mindset is at?
Share: What can you ask God for to help you love others more 
extravagently? What can you do differently to love others better?

Pray
Pray: Jesus instructs us to pray for our enemies. You may not 
have an ‘enemy’, but pray for God to show you how to go out of 
your way to love someone who is difficult to love this week.

Faith at Work
Action: Invite someone you live, work and laugh with to 
Thanksgiving Day in your campus.
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FAITH AT WORK 
USES WORDS TO  
BUILD UP AND BLESS
The tongue has great power. With our tongue we can build people up 
and tear them down, we can praise God and curse people. Our tongue 
has great power to witness in our workplace and it is a litmus test of 
what is happening in our heart. We need to pay attention to our tongue 
to know what is happening in our heart. We need to pay attention to our 
heart so that our tongue is used for good and not for harm. When you 
empty your heart of bitterness and fill it with the goodness of God, your 
mouth will be filled with words to build up and to bless.

Key Passage: James 3:1-12
With the tongue we praise our Lord and Father, and with it we curse human 

beings, who have been made in God’s likeness. Out of the same mouth 
come praise and cursing. My brothers and sisters, this should not be.  

— James 3:9-10

Discovery Bible Method
Ask:  Pray for God to speak directly to you from James 3:1-12.

Read:  Read the passage aloud. Then re-read the passage again in a  
 different translation if possible.

 Recite or re-write the passage from memory in your own words.

 Re-read the passage silently one more time then ask:

  1.  What do you see?
  2.  What does this say about God?
  3.  What does this say about people?
  4.  What is God saying to you?
Commit: What are you going to do about it? Who are you going to tell?
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Connect
Share: Do you have a story of a time when you said something 
that you immediately wished you could take back?  
Or have you said something small that had a positive influence?

Read Scripture — Luke 6:43-45
Share: What are the parallels you can see between James 3:1-12 
and Luke 6:43-45?
Share: Both James and Luke give good examples of what an 
untamed tongue looks like. What is another analogy or metaphor 
you can come up with for the dangers of the untamed tongue?
Share: What do you think James 3:2 means? Discuss what you 
think James means by being ‘perfect’? Is this something we can 
achieve on our own?

Application
Reflect: Take a quiet moment and ask God to show you where 
you’ve used your words to knock down and curse, rather than 
bulid up and bless this week. Have you been unkind to others, or 
even to yourself, with negative self-talk?
Share: What do you think is the heart attitude behind these 
moments? How can you keep both your heart and tongue under 
control this week to be a blessing to others and to speak more 
kindly to them and also yourself?

Pray
Pray: Pray for each other Psalm 51:10 “Create in me a clean 
heart, O God, and renew a right spirit within me.”

Faith at Work
Action: Go out of your way to encourage someone with your 
words in the workplace this week.
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FAITH AT WORK 
RESISTS CONFORMITY
Believers are supposed to stand out and look different in the workplace. 
James encourages us not to be double-minded, but to be fully 
surrendered to Christ. Every day of the week, not just on Sundays. Our 
lives will reflect the life of Christ when we draw near to God and fill our 
minds with His thoughts. When our faith is at work we will not conform 
to society standards, but we will stand out from the crowd with different 
motivations, different desires and different behaviours in our workplace.

Key Passage: James 4:1-17
You adulterous people, don’t you know that friendship with the world 
means enmity against God…Submit yourselves, then, to God. Resist 
the devil, and he will flee from you. Come near to God and he will 
come near to you. Wash your hands, you sinners, and purify your 

hearts, you double-minded.  — James 4:4-8

Discovery Bible Method
Ask:  Pray for God to speak directly to you from James 4:1-17.

Read:  Read the passage aloud. Then re-read the passage again in a  
 different translation if possible.

 Recite or re-write the passage from memory in your own words.

 Re-read the passage silently one more time then ask:

  1.  What do you see?
  2.  What does this say about God?
  3.  What does this say about people?
  4.  What is God saying to you?
Commit: What are you going to do about it? Who are you going to tell?
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Connect
Share: Share a time when you had to sacrifice something for the 
good of someone else. What did you see happen as a result?

Read Scripture — Romans 12:1-3
Share: What are some of the similar themes that run through 
both James 4 and Romans 12:1-3?

Share: What is a living sacrifice? What might this look like for us 
in a daily context in today’s society?

Share: What do you think James means when he says friendship 
with the world makes you an enemy of God? What does it mean 
to call the things of the world ‘friend’ over calling God our friend?

Share: How can submitting to God also help us be “transformed 
by the renewing of our minds”?

Application
Reflect: Spend some time in silence asking God to fill your mind 
with his thoughts. You can pray saying “more of God, less of me.”

Pray
Pray: As you pray “more of God, less of me” ask God to give you 
a humility to be transformed by the renewing of your mind.

Faith at Work
Action: Begin each day by disrupting your normal routine and 
carving out some time with God. Ask the Holy Spirit to help you 
draw near to God and fill your mind with His thoughts each day.
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FAITH AT WORK 
GIVES GENEROUSLY
Generosity toward those in need is a defining mark of the believer’s 
life and the community of faith. God’s desire is for every person in our 
community to have food on their table, clothes on their back and a 
loving community to belong to. He is calling all of us to put our faith to 
work to see that happen. 

Key Passages: James 2:14-17
What good is it my brothers and sisters if someone claims to have faith 
but has no deeds? Suppose a brother or a sister is without clothes and 

daily food. If one of you says to them, “Go in peace; keep warm and well 
fed,” but does nothing about their physical needs, what good is it? In the 

same way, faith by itself, if it is not accompanied by action, is dead.   

— James 2:15-17

Discovery Bible Method
Ask:  Pray for God to speak directly to you from James 2:14-17.

Read:  Read the passage aloud. Then re-read the passage again in a  
 different translation if possible.

 Recite or re-write the passage from memory in your own words.

 Re-read the passage silently one more time then ask:

  1.  What do you see?

  2.  What does this say about God?

  3.  What does this say about people?

  4.  What is God saying to you?

Commit: What are you going to do about it? Who are you going to tell?
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Connect
Share: Has there been a time when someone did something 
unexpectedly generous for you? Looking back, how did this act 
from someone else show you the love of God?

Read Scripture — James 5:1-6
Share: When you read James 5:1-6 what immediately stands out 
to you? How does the strong language of James make you feel?

Share: James gives a stark warning to the rich who oppress the 
poor in chapter 5. When you read this, do you ever see yourself 
as a rich oppressor? If we were to see ourselves in this way, how 
would this change our perspective on the text?

Application
Share:  Have you ever said to someone “I’ll be praying for you” 
and just left it at that? James 2:15-17 says if we do this, our faith is 
as good as dead. How do we avoid empty words and ensure our 
faith comes alive?

Share: Is there someone on your mind right now who could 
benefit from some kindness and care from you?

Pray
Pray: As you share about those who have come to your mind to 
help, begin to pray for each one. Pray for their physical, mental 
and emotional health, their salvation and their families.

Faith at Work
Action: Don’t wait for next Thanksgiving Day! Fill a red bag with 
food or needed supplies and give it to someone in need that you 
know in your community.
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FAITH AT WORK 
PRAYS POWERFULLY
James finished his letter with a command to pray earnestly for the sick 
to be healed and sinners to be saved. our prayers can bring personal 
transformation and Kingdom fruitfulness in the workplace. Nothing and 
no one in our workplace is beyond the transforming power of prayer. 
One of the simplest and most powerful ways that we can put our faith to 
work at work is to pray for those we work with.  

Key Passage: James 5:13-16
And the prayer offered in faith will make the sick person well; the Lord 
will raise them up. If they have sinned, they will be forgiven. Therefore 

confess your sins to each other and pray for each other so that you may 
be healed. The prayer of a righteous person is powerful and effective.   

— James 5:15-16

Discovery Bible Method
Ask:  Pray for God to speak directly to you from James 5:13-16.

Read:  Read the passage aloud. Then re-read the passage again in a  
 different translation if possible.

 Recite or re-write the passage from memory in your own words.

 Re-read the passage silently one more time then ask:

  1.  What do you see?

  2.  What does this say about God?

  3.  What does this say about people?

  4.  What is God saying to you?

Commit: What are you going to do about it? Who are you going to tell?
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Connect
Share: Have you ever seen God miraculously answer prayer? 
What happened to your faith when that prayer was answered?

Read Scripture — Luke 11:5-13
Share: What are the similarities between James 5:13-16 and 
Jesus’ teaching in Luke 11:9-13? 

Share: Luke 11:13 tells us what we should be asking and seeking 
God for; the Holy Spirit! How is this different than us asking for 
the desires of our heart, or even for prayer on behalf of others?

Share: In what ways does both Luke and James talk about prayer 
being powerful?

Application
Share: What is your experience of powerful prayer in the Holy 
Spirit? Is this something you can ask God for together in your 
life group?

Share: How can you create a habit of prayer that goes beyond 
platitudes and well-wishes? How can your faith grow and be put 
to work through prayer?

Pray
Pray: Open your hearts together and create a safe space for 
prayer. Spend some time laying hands on one another asking for 
the Holy Spirit move powerfully in your life this week as you pray 
for and share the Good News with those you meet.

Faith at Work this week
Action: Pray for gospel transformation in your workplace. You 
can even take time out during your work day to pray for your 
co-workers.  
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FAITH AT 
WORK 
IS 
FAITH WITH 
WORKS
“FAITH BY ITSELF, 
IF NOT ACCOMPANIED 
BY ACTION IS DEAD...  
SHOW ME YOUR FAITH 
WITHOUT DEEDS, 
AND I WILL SHOW YOU 
MY FAITH BY MY DEEDS” 
— JAMES 2:17-18
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