Baptism at Gateway
We are excited that you are considering being
baptised as a believer in Christ.
Our hope is that this booklet will help you understand:
• what baptism is and what it is not
• what to expect on the day of your baptism
• what to bring on the day of your baptism.
We would like for you to also set aside some time to talk about
baptism with the people you live, work and laugh with—what it is, why
we do it and what it looks like. We encourage you to invite them to be
part of your day.

What is baptism?
Romans 6:3–4
All of us who have been baptised into Christ Jesus were baptised into
His death. We were therefore buried with Him through baptism into
death in order that, just as Christ was raised from the dead through the
glory of the Father, we too may live a new life.
Colossians 2:12
Having been buried with Him [Christ] in baptism and raised with Him
through your faith in the power of God, who raised him from the dead.
In the church, baptism is a celebration and symbol that marks the
day we become a new creation in Jesus. The Bible says we are
baptised into Jesus. When we are lowered into the water, it is like the
burial of Jesus. When we are raised up out of the water, it is like the
resurrection of Jesus. Each of us is raised into a new life.
Baptism isn’t an indication of being spiritually mature, or a ‘good’
Christian; it’s the first step in following Jesus and an outward
declaration of an inward commitment. At Gateway, we want to see
everyone who comes to faith in Jesus be baptised.

Why do we baptise?
Matthew 3:13-15
Then Jesus came from Galilee to the Jordan to be baptised by John.
But John tried to deter him, saying, “I need to be baptised by you, and
do you come to me?” Jesus replied, “Let it be so now; it is proper for us
to do this to fulfil all righteousness.” Then John consented.
Matthew 28:19-20
“Therefore go and make disciples of all nations, baptising them in the
name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, and teaching
them to obey everything I have commanded you. And surely, I am with
you always, to the very end of the age.”
Acts 2:38
“Repent and be baptised, every one of you, in the name of Jesus Christ
for the forgiveness of your sins, and you will receive the gift of the Holy
Spirit.”
We baptise because Jesus modelled it, making it part of His ministry
and part of our mission. Simply put, we baptise because Jesus
commanded us to; however, there is also purpose and wisdom in
that command. Baptism provides a decisive, public way of taking a
stand that Jesus has saved you, and that you’re going to follow Him
all the days of your life.

Does baptism save you?
Ephesians 2:8–10
For it is by grace you have been saved, through faith – and this is not
from yourselves, it is the gift of God – not by works, so that no one can
boast. For we are God’s handiwork, created in Christ Jesus to do good
works, which God prepared in advance for us to do.
We are saved solely by God’s grace applied to us by the death and
resurrection of Jesus. Nothing we do can save us; our salvation is not
a result of our works. We are, however, called to do good works and
obey the commands of Jesus; baptism being one of them. So like all
the other ‘good works,’ we are baptised not in order to be saved, but

because we are saved. Just because a Christian is not yet baptised,
this does not mean they are not a Christian.

What will happen when you’re in the pool?
We will ask you to share your story when you are in the pool. Below
is a guide on how to write your story. If you can think of a few key
words that describe each point, then turn them into a paragraph, you
should end up with 4 paragraphs, about half a typed page.
1. Give a brief picture of your life and attitudes before you
began following Jesus.
2. Tell the story of how you came to commit your life to Jesus
3. Share how your life has been impacted by the decision to
follow Jesus.
4. Tell something about now, and how God has led you to take
this step of baptism.
After you have shared your story, the pastor in the pool with you will
ask you a question. “Do you confess Jesus as Lord and choose to
follow Him all the days of your life?” You will say “yes.”
Then they will say, “On your confession of faith I now baptise you in
the name of the Father, Son and Holy Spirit.” Then they will baptise
you, getting you to cross your arms, submerging you backwards or
forwards under the water and then lifting you back up again.

What to bring on the day
A couple of last things to remember:
• Check with your campus pastor about when to arrive on
the day.
• Wear suitable clothing (that won’t go see-through when wet).
• Don’t forget to bring a change of clothes, a towel, and a
plastic bag to take the wet clothes home.

Personal reflection
Romans 6:1–14
What shall we say, then? Shall we go on sinning so that grace may
increase? By no means! We are those who have died to sin; how can
we live in it any longer? Or don’t you know that all of us who were
baptised into Christ Jesus were baptised into his death? We were
therefore buried with him through baptism into death in order that,
just as Christ was raised from the dead through the glory of the Father,
we too may live a new life.
For if we have been united with him in a death like his, we will certainly
also be united with him in a resurrection like his. For we know that our
old self was crucified with him so that the body ruled by sin might be
done away with, that we should no longer be slaves to sin— because
anyone who has died has been set free from sin.
Now if we died with Christ, we believe that we will also live with him.
For we know that since Christ was raised from the dead, he cannot die
again; death no longer has mastery over him. The death he died, he
died to sin once for all; but the life he lives, he lives to God.
In the same way, count yourselves dead to sin but alive to God in
Christ Jesus. Therefore do not let sin reign in your mortal body so
that you obey its evil desires. Do not offer any part of yourself to sin
as an instrument of wickedness, but rather offer yourselves to God as
those who have been brought from death to life; and offer every part
of yourself to him as an instrument of righteousness. For sin shall no
longer be your master, because you are not under the law, but under
grace.
1. How are Christians joined with Christ?
2. Why are Christians joined with Christ?
3. By what power was Christ raised from the dead?
4. What does this passage say about Christ’s life after death?
5. What did you learn about your identity in Christ?
6. What did you learn about baptism in this passage?

Colossians 2:9–15
For in Christ all the fullness of the Deity lives in bodily form, and
in Christ you have been brought to fullness. He is the head over
every power and authority. In him you were also circumcised with a
circumcision not performed by human hands. Your whole self-ruled
by the flesh was put off when you were circumcised by Christ, having
been buried with him in baptism, in which you were also raised with
him through your faith in the working of God, who raised him from the
dead.
When you were dead in your sins and in the uncircumcision of your
flesh, God made you alive with Christ. He forgave us all our sins, having
cancelled the charge of our legal indebtedness, which stood against
us and condemned us; he has taken it away, nailing it to the cross.
And having disarmed the powers and authorities, he made a public
spectacle of them, triumphing over them by the cross.
1. What does this passage say about the Christian’s relation
to sin?
2. What does this passage say about faith?
3. What did Christ accomplish? What does it mean
for Christians?

